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of the less instructed, who emphasise with
crude vehemence the more destructive
elements in their pronouncements. This
school is opposed by that of the believers
in orthodox Christianity, who declare that
the whole story of Jesus is history, un-
adulterated by legend or myth. They
maintain that this history is nothing more
than the history of the life of a man born
some nineteen centuries ago in Palestine,
who passed through all the experiences
set down in the Gospels, and they deny
that the story has any significance beyond
that of a divine and human life. These
two schools stand in direct antagonism,
one asserting that everything is legend,
the other declaring that everything is
history. Between them lie many phases
of opinion generally labelled "freethinking,"
which regard the life - story as partly
legendary and partly historical, but offer
no definite and rational method of inter-
pretation, no adequate explanation of the
complex whole. And we also find, within
the limits of the Christian Church, a large
and ever-increasing number of faithful and
devout Christians of refined intelligence,